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Finftances of their Commiffion, is 2 Kind of Argument which never:can
#broduce Convition, tho’ it may thetr Acquiefcence, whom the Terror of
‘gireater Evils may reftrain from refifting, and thus the Defpotifm of the Eaft

ginay be fupported, and the natural Rights of Mankind be trampled under

cct.  The Queftion of Right, therefore, doth not depend upon Precedents,

"‘;.buz on the Principles of the Conftitution, and hath been put upon it’s pro-

2arliament.

, fcr Point already difcufled, whether the Colonies are reprefented or not, in
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As the Name of Hampden occurred to the Examiner in his Defign of

: .i:aﬁing an oblique Refleftion upon the Colonies, it is furprifing he did not

recollect, that very numerous Precedents have been applied in the Defence
wof an arbitrary and oppreflive Proceeding, deftrutive of the effential Prin-

t wiple of Englifh Liberty. But tho’ meer A&ts of Power prove no Right, yet
| the real Opinion entcrtained of it, may be inferred from Forbearance ; for
L {Mankind are generally fo fond of Power, that they are oftener tempted to
. Jexercife it beyond the Limits of Juftice, than induced to fet Bounds to it
| |from the pure Confideration of the Re&itude of Forbearance. Wherefore
jif 1 had deny’d the Principle of this Kind of Reafoning, without thewing
' {the Defe@s of the artificial painted Precedents which have been preduced,
- il might ttill very confiftently urge, that, the repeated and uniform Requifi-

Etiuns of the Englifh Minifters, as often as Occafions for the Jfingle Purpofe of

i Revene have happened, tranfmitted to the Colonies to tax Themfelves by

4 Provincial A&ts, and the A&s of Parliament regulating the Trade of the
.| Plantations, as well as of freland, without one Inftance, before the Stamp-
{A& of a Tax impofed by Parliament upon cither, for the snmixed Purpofe
.{of Revenue prove, that the Impolition of a Tax upon them without their
] Confent, hath conftantly been held to be inconfiftent with their Conftituti-
{ onal Rights and Privileges. 1 have joined Ireland with the Colonies, and
Y prefume it will hardly be contended that Ireland, over which the Courts of
bl Juttice in England have a fuperintendant Power, is not, at leaft, as fubject -
{ to Great-Britain as the Colonies are,

A moft extraordinary Reafon hath been given, whg the Method of Re-

quifition would have been improper, viz. that ¢¢ the Sums raifed muft be

i ¢ paid into the Exchequer, and if levied by the Prayincial Affemblies, the
‘| ¢ Parliament would have no Right to enquire into the Expenditure of
| ¢ them.” This is fo extremely futile, that it would be almoft abfurd to

beftow a ferious Refutation upon it.

Why muft the Sums raifed be paid into the Exchequer ? If the Intention

A is to apply them in the Colonies to any internal Purpofe, why muft they

F be



